
Elliott Jones: Green Scheme
The year is 2050. Cambridgeshire has now reduced its reliance on fossil fuels to just
5%. However, white the outskirts and Colleges of Cambridge live in a near perfect
green environment, the inner city streets have turned into war zones. After planning
had already commenced on the 'Cambridgeshire Green Scheme' the local councils
realised they would run out of money before the City Centre Project had been
completed. The outskirts of toad already adapted to the new Scheme and were
flourishing well under the innovative initiatives. The councils were left with a
conundrum either they carried on and risk interior degeneration, or they halted the
plans and wait for more funds. To fulfil government targets, the councils decided to
go ahead with their `Green Scheme' and look to the resourcefulness of the
Cambridge Colleges for help. 

The `Green Scheme' was a set of plans distributed by the Government, which were
intended to reduce the country's usage of fossil fuels to a lowly 5.5%. The majority of
these plans included attaching solar panels to every single building in the area and
forcing all local businesses to share their generated electricity with their neighbours.
All fossil fuel using cars were abolished and replaced with electric cars or those
powered by Bio fuels. However, there were government incentives to encourage
people to abandon their cars far manual or electric pushbikes.

This widespread scheme enveloped the outskirts of all the major cities and led to the
demolition of petrol stations and garages to be replaced with rows of allotments and 
'plug stops' for electric cars and bikes The occupiers  of flat-roofed buildings  were
encouraged to convert their roof space into huge greenhouses in order to carry on
with the government's side scheme of self-sufficiency. People no longer needed to
 visit large supermarkets and they did all their shopping in local villages or over the
Internet. This dramatically reduced the carbon footprint of those living outside the
cities Communities became more sociable and worked closer together To the
people whom it positively affected, it seemed the government's 'Green Scheme' was 
wonderful and without flaw.

The countryside had been transformed. Due to the ever-increasing temperatures,
green arable    d had' been replaced with fields of Palm Oil crops. Great skyward-
reaching turbines dotted the countryside. Their large white rotating arms
produced a constant whirring sound. The skies were filled with multi-coloured kites,
tethered to the earth by long ropes whose vibration again generated electricity. This
created a stunning backdrop to the world, vivid and effervescent colours against the
radiant blue sky. . Rivers and streams were not forgotten. Barrels bobbed upon the
current as if dancing. Again every movement was captured and transformed into
power.

The roads were now covered in a canopy of solar power panels. From a distance
they looked like long silver serpents gliding over the countryside. These powered
small tram cars, which rolled quietly along the almost deserted roads. This was the
governments new public transport system. Horse drawn barges filled the waterways,
carrying goods and people as in times gone by. Rail lines carried an almost
continuous stream of trucks and carriages, pushed or pulled along by electric
engines that seemed to tirelessly carry out their duties. The only transport system
that had not undergone radical change was air flight. However, the 'carbon footprint
tax' that was now charged on commercial flights made this mode of travel very



unfashionable.

However, despite the immense progress that had been made in the countryside and
within the outskirts of the cities, the city centres themselves were experiencing grim
times. Overcrowding and lack of available work was causing serious crime issues.
Areas within the cities had become `no go zones' as Mobs of youths controlled the
thoroughfares. As the inner city areas were still reliant on fossil fuels there was huge
money to be made in the black market trade of barrels of oil and jerry cans of petrol.
These resources had become so scarce that there was constant violence between
the District Mobs for the control of oil and petrol stockpiles.

The Cambridge Colleges, being within the city limits were in some cases right in the
heart of the epidemic. They provided stark contrast to the surreal goings on within the
City. The Colleges had taken their own initiatives to survive without fossil fuels.
Tranquillity and calm resided within the College walls, except for the throbbing hum
of the hydroelectric generators, powered by the river Cam. Elegant wind turbines
soared into the sky standing parallel to the ancient ivory towers. The Kings College
library had been turned into an important nerve centre for the entire `Green Scheme'
operation. It oversaw the University's energy demands and controlled the production
of electricity from the vast array of generating devices that had been installed.
However, the exterior of the Library was now unrecognisable. The walls had been
reinforced with steel bars and clad in spools of barbed wire. Walls of sandbags lined
the entrance road with fortified concrete bunkers at the main gate, and the entire
building was surrounded by steel mesh fencing. All this to protect its inhabitants from
the turbulent and unruly antics of the City centre Mobs.

Within the City boundaries there were approximately six different Mob gangs, which
were constantly clashing with each other. Illegal cars patrolled the various districts
making sure that rival gang members had not infiltrated the Mob's territory. The gang
members were easy to identify as they wore commando type clothing and were keen
to show off their military hardware. Guns were not out of place in this sector of
society. The jewel that lay at the heart of each district was the Mob's store of fossil
fuel. This was such a precious commodity that the Mob members were prepared to
kill to ensure its safeguard. The fossil fuel powered generators were protected
constantly by armed guards. The generators provided rationed supplies of warmth
and light to the City dwellers in return for ever increasing sums of cash. There was
no compassion shown; if you did not pay your power supply was terminated. Life for
the people was harsh and those that could decided to vacate the City. The inner City
was dirty, smelly and ill cared for, and the threat of violence made everyone anxious.

Over the next 2 years the police continually assaulted the City's inner districts but no
matter how hard they tried the Mobs would not yield. The police came across more
and more sophisticated weaponry such as armoured vehicles that gave off huge
magnetic waves that shattered riot shields, windows and visors. It seemed that the
Mobs had used what little eco development had been introduced for the purpose of
adapting arms to be ever more deadly. The fight over fossil fuel had its casualties
with several police officers killed and many more wounded. An estimated 1000 City
dwellers were caught up in the conflict, suffering the consequences of the Mob's
resilience.

On Friday the 13'th of July 2053 at 4am, a force of some 6000 police officers in full riot
gear began what has come to be known as the inner City `clean up'. The Mobs were almost caught 



off guard and little resistance was shown. By 3pm the following day
the entire gangland community had been rounded up and arrested. The fossil fuel
stores were seized and came under government control until the transition onto the
Green Scheme could be made. As far as the police were concerned the operation
was a success but it would take a further two years and £30m to re-develop the City
and turn Cambridge into the first city in the world to have a 5% reliance on fossil
fuels.

The year is now 2092 and those 5 years of turmoil within Cambridge City have been
forgotten. There are no official records to show that the 'clean up' operation ever
happened. Nobody knows what became of the Mob members that died; they have
no known grave or final resting place. The area that was once a slum is the global
epicentre of all things green and cultural. The government is quick to dispel any
rumours of the events and it is somewhat curious that there are no eyewitness
accounts of the episode. But I will never forget those 5 years when l lived in a Mob
ruled territory. They were both terrifying and thrilling.


