
Izzy Gaffney: My Darling

I always imagined a future world of wonder, in which science fiction fantasies would become 
reality, and then normality. I imagined giant spacecraft, aero-dynamic submarines and technology 
that would take your breath away. I saw a city of lights and huge sky-scrapers that pierced the bright 
blue sky, and touched the burning sun. I saw an artificial paradise created by men, which was so 
perfect and beautiful it was accepted for the control nature never had. And I watched myself walk 
with your hand in mine along the pristine white sand, and happiness spread over me as from that 
moment t knew that I wanted to spend the rest of my days with you by my side, as you have stayed 
and will forever.

Now, fifty years on I consider the world we have made for ourselves. I reminisce about the old 
days, and laugh at the dreams I once had. At the time we only thought in the present, but now that is 
far into the past and we have successfully engineered a state of sustainable development and future-
thinking. We are finally self-sufficient and capable of producing enough goods for the whole nation. 
I think finally people realised that the world was not going to change unless we did something about 
it. I wish to tell you of all there is, to enlighten you about the modern world, but I'm afraid there is 
far too much to tell in a single letter, for our world is a hugely complex place.

I have lived a long time and seen so many things, but my love for change has never diminished. I 
have watched the world fly past me, and I have seen the lives of äll the people around me evolve 
constantly, and to this day I am still fascinated by their never-ending ability to change. Humans 
have the incredible ability to utilise their thoughts and I constantly marvel about their never-ending 
quest for knowledge, and how clever and inventive their minds can be. The world is a different 
place from what it once was, especially as now we have discovered that careful planning is the way 
forward. Fossil fuel is still used, as making the transition to renewable energy is costly and requires 
a great deal of resourceful preparing, but we can now harness energy from almost everything and 
you would not believe the new things they have achieved: artificial rainforests, laser powered light,  
cars running off hydrogen and carbon dioxide itself. You will remember that one of the main issues 
we used to have was waste, and although we did our part, simply being eco-friendly was never 
going to solve the larger scale industrial waste problems. And so they developed a new system, in 
which sharing was the main focus, because although there are new ways to destroy it, if we all share 
what we've got and give what we don't need to those who do, it works. And this rule is applied to 
almost everything nowadays.

With the advancement of big-businesses and pro-futuristic plans, you lose the less significant things 
in life and specific training is a thing of the past as being truly skilled at one thing or another is  
completely useless, and you were right, as China does it better and for less money. And so our little 
piano making business went the way of all small time businesses, and when I retired the last 
professional skilled craftsman did too. However the standard of living among the upper classes has 
not lessened and I have managed to find a job playing my heart out on a beautiful old piano that I 
myself assembled. It is the perfect retirement job, and I am thrilled to see the pleasure and joy of 
those around me when I play.

You see that I have only mentioned something global once, but that is not to say that everything is
necessarily the same there also. Food shortages, water supply and fuel supply lows cover the news 
and as predicted over-population is the main cause of the suffering and now is at an irreversible 
state of emergency. To understand the modern world you must understand its crises, as each 
generation has had to understand their own before us. Of course the evidence is everywhere and to 
deny the obvious would be ridiculous, but in Cambridge you can almost forget the situation and let 
the excellence of the university and the atmosphere protect you.   I still stroll occasionally along the 



backs of the colleges, which are currently being renovated once more. Getting into the university 
these days is a struggle, but you will be delighted to hear that our son has secured a place at King's 
College, the very place we met. 

I remember that night vividly, as I'm sure you did too; the stars, the wine, and the love I felt when I 
first saw you. You eyes were so beautiful and fierce, as I bet they still are, and within minutes I 
knew you were the one. We have always had the same interests, and your thirst for knowledge has 
always quenched mine for discovery. I think our son shares it too, and it delights me to be able to 
have mature discussions with him, and he often wins our frequent intellectual arguments, as his 
reasoning skills are nothing short of brilliant. I cannot praise him enough and I know that you 
would be so, so proud. I see him now as he often returns home during term time and you should 
know that we miss you with all our hearts.

My darling, I am writing this to you now to tell you that my dream was much closer to the truth 
than we thought. The minds of this age are brilliant and technology is marvellous. It is a world 
where the foolish desires of men are no longer obtainable but things that once seemed impossible 
are now possible. You would have loved it, for the intelligent now rule through their ideas and the 
age of the incompetent is over. The medicine is incredible and so many have been saved, I fear even 
you could have been cured. I cannot help but wonder if only you could have held on a little longer, 
or the illness had befallen you a little later, maybe ...but there is no time for that now, and we can 
never change our past, only our future. But all I know of mine is that I want to spend the rest of my 
days with your spirit by my side, as you have stayed and will forever.


