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Reducing flooding in and around Cambridge – Launch of new “Staying Dry” group  
 

A new group is forming in Cambridge to look at how we can reduce our risk of 
flooding. “Staying Dry” is launching with a showing of the film “Water Blues Green 
Solutions” on Wednesday 3rd February at the Friends Meeting House on Jesus Lane 
in Cambridge (7:30pm). The group is a subgroup of Transition Cambridge, a 
community group working to make Cambridge resilient to the effects of climate 
change. 
 
In 2015, over 300 properties were at risk from flooding in Cambridge. “Staying Dry” 
will focus on local solutions to reducing flood risk, such as creating rain gardens 
which absorb rain water. Rain gardens can reduce the amount of water flowing 
along roads and down into drains and rivers, and so can reduce the risk of flooding 
when this water has nowhere to go.  
 
Dawn Purves, the founder of the new group, is keen to focus on local solutions to 
flooding that everyone can get involved in. She says, “We need to shift from top-
down reliance on professionals to bottom-up localised action. There are lots of small 
actions that we can all take to reduce flood risk, and together we can make a big 
difference.” 
 
This is particularly important in the face of climate change, which is predicted to 
result in more extreme weather, with heavier rainfall that can cause localised 
flooding, as seen recently in the north of England. 
 
Flooding is a complex issue. As more houses are built and we concrete over the soil 
to make driveways and roads, localised flooding becomes almost inevitable because 
the rain can’t drain away quickly enough.  
 
Cambridge is well placed to develop localised flooding solutions. Many homes have 
front gardens that could include rain gardens. Houses, schools or businesses could 
collect rain water from their roofs in water butts, slowing the flow of water into the 
ground and so reducing flooding. Redundant open spaces in the streets could be 
greened to absorb more water and increase biodiversity.  



 
If you are interested in looking at this issue, then join “Staying Dry” to find out more 
and to get involved in small-scale bottom-up solutions to reduce flood risk in 
Cambridge. The event is free and everyone is welcome to attend. More information 
is available here http://www.transitioncambridge.org/stayingdry 
 
Other Transition Cambridge projects include local food growing, providing 
information on local renewable energies, and organising events such as Repair Cafes 
(next one this Saturday 30 January, 1:30-4pm, St Andrews Church, Chesterton). 
 
[ENDS] 
 
Further information: 
For more information about “Staying Dry”, please contact Dawn Purves on 07813 
651025 or see the Staying Dry website: 
http://www.transitioncambridge.org/stayingdry 
 
For more information on the activities of Transition Cambridge, contact Anna McIvor 
on 07811 069561 or see the Transition Cambridge website: 
http://www.transitioncambridge.org 
 
More information about the film “Water Blues Green Solutions” can be found here: 
http://waterblues.org/explore/stories 
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