
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Cambridge starts its own Repair Café! 
 
What do you do with a broken toaster? Or with a mobile phone that won’t turn on? Or with a jumper 
full of moth holes? Toss it? No way! Come and get it repaired at Cambridge’s first ever Repair Café 
on Saturday, 31st May, organised by the Cambridge Skillshare group. 
 

At the Friends Meeting House on Jesus Lane, on Saturday 31st May, everything centres on repairs. From 2 pm 
to 5 pm various volunteer repairers will be on hand to help mending clothes, fixing bikes, and repairing all 
manner of electrical or electronic items free of charge. Tools and materials will also be on hand. People visiting 

the Repair Café can bring along any broken items: toasters, lamps, hair dryers, clothes, bikes, toys, crockery... 
anything that is broken is welcome.  And then the repairers will do their best to fix them – there are no 
guarantees, but between them, they have years of experience at fixing things and they enjoy a challenge! 
 

By promoting repairs, the Cambridge Skillshare group (a partnership between Transition Cambridge, Cambridge 
Carbon Footprint and Greeniversity) wants to help reduce mountains of waste. As Kate Boursnell, one of the 
Skillshare organizers, explains: "We throw away piles of stuff. Even things which could easily be used again 
after a simple repair. Unfortunately, many people don’t know how they can have those things fixed. Repair Café 
wants to change all that." 
 
Dave Jackson from Transition Cambridge points out that repairs can save money and resources, and can help 

minimise CO2 emissions. “But above all, the Repair Café just wants to show how much fun repairing things can 
be, and how easy it often is.” 
 
Repair Café Foundation 

The Repair Café concept arose in Amsterdam, where the Repair Café Foundation (see www.repaircafe.nl) has 
regularly been organising gatherings since 2010. Since January 2011, the foundation has provided support to 
local groups in and outside the Netherlands wishing to start their own Repair Cafés. The foundation also 

supports the Repair Café in Cambridge. 
 
Cambridge Skillshare hopes to organise Repair Cafés on a regular basis in Cambridge. They welcome help from 
others passionate about repairing things and keeping things out of landfill. 
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Note for the editors: You can get more information from Anna McIvor on 07811 069561. You can also go to 
http://www.transitioncambridge.org/repaircafe or www.repaircafe.org. 
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