
Minutes of the meeting of the Transition Cambridge Food Group

The Geldart, Ainsworth Street

13.5.2009

Present:   Dave  Fox, Phillipa Grimstone,  Jason Palmer,  Pippa Vine,  Kim Warren,  Rowan

Wylie

Apologies:  Ceri Galloway, Nicola Terry, Martin Roach

1. Minutes

The minutes of the last meeting were approved.  

2. Matters arising

i) Rowan reported that she had not yet contacted Brighton about their schemes for elderly

people.

ii) It was reported that Nicola could host a Food Group social on 1 June at her house. An

email invitation had been sent out to the group's distribution list, and one person who had

never attended a meeting had so far accepted.

iii) Pippa produced a draft update of the Food Group's leaflet, and there was some discussion

about its contents and layout. Rowan had got a mailbox address from Arjuna, which could be

incorporated.

3. Grow Your Own

There was little to report, as there had been no sessions since the last Food Group meeting.

The next session was an outdoor one, scheduled for 16 May, or 17 May if 16 May was wet.

Pippa offered to help out on 16 May.

4. Garden share scheme

It  was reported that  there had been one further pairing since the last meeting,  with 60%,

perhaps more, of those registered now paired. Jacky had arranged for one of the pairs to be

interviewed in their shared garden by Sue Dougan on Radio Cambridgeshire.  Rowan and

Jacky were hoping to arrange an open evening for those thinking about joining the scheme to

meet them and existing pairs. Early October was thought to be a good time of year, as that

was when planning and preparation for growing ideally needed to start. Rowan had arranged

for leaflets for the scheme to be displayed in public libraries. Attendance at the Mill Road

winter fair was discussed, to promote both the Garden Share and Grow Your Own projects. 

Rowan and Jacky had been contacted by Sarah Roseblade, who runs a community group for

young adults at the Centre at St. Paul's. She was looking for space to grow vegetables. She

had contacted the Council about an allotment. It was felt that an allotment might prove too big

to start with, but that there was south-facing land around the centre which could perhaps be

put to use, and planters or gro-bags would provide additional options. A link with the Botanic

Garden was suggested. A piece of land off Rustat Road was mentioned.

5. Environment Week

Kim showed some photographs which could be used on the display board at the event on 13

June. She suggested four headings to represent the group's activities – the allotment petition,

the seed swap, the jam- and chutney-making, and the Grow Your Own course. These were

approved, but it was felt that if possible the Garden Share scheme should be represented as

well. Jason agreed to liaise with Kim on printing and laminating some large photographs.

Dave reported that the map of Cambridge could go on its own stand (if used). Kim could lend

trays for storing or displaying seedlings. Five people said that they could probably offer to

help out on the stand on the day.



6. EERA

Phillipa reported that two individuals had offered to help with drafting responses to EERA,

and that someone from the Wirral had sent a link to information which they had put together

for their council. Tully Wakeman from Transition Norwich had initially responded to say that

his group had decided not to put energy into working with EERA, as the results were not

likely  to  justify  the  effort  involved.  However,  Pippa  said  that  she  had  sent  him  the

correspondence which Ceri had had with EERA, and he had agreed to put together a brief

response. It was suggested that the Young Farmers could perhaps be involved at some stage

(though the local branch appeared from their website to mostly just arrange social functions).

7. Allotments

Dave reported that he was still collecting and collating statistics, and would give a

fuller report at the next meeting. He mentioned that a number of plots at Trumpington had

been affected by polluted manure. The issue would be reported via the allotments bulletin.

8. Food waste

Pippa raised the issue of food waste, and what the group might do to raise awareness of it. It

was suggested that contact should be made with the "Love food, hate waste" campaign, which

had money from local authorities. It was remarked that Tony Juniper had expressed interest in

this issue in the past, and could perhaps be involved.

9. The Big Lunch

Pippa  brought  up  the  idea  of  having a  picnic  for  The Big  Lunch (initiated by the Eden

Project), to raise awareness of food issues, and to perhaps recruit some new members to the

group.  The  community  orchard at  Trumpington  was  suggested  as  a  venue,  although this

would have to be discussed with Ceri. Phillipa agreed to contact the Steering Group to gauge

interest in the idea.

10. Virtual Farmers' Market

Pippa  reported  that  she  had been  given  information  about  a  virtual  farmers'  market,  and

wondered if the concept could be transferred to the local area, to promote local suppliers. It

was felt that this could work, but that it would involve quite a lot of work, especially for

Nicola, and was perhaps not a priority, as a local suppliers webpage already existed.

11. Web statistics

It was reported that the Food Group home page, Garden Share and Grow Your Own pages

had  all  been  in  the  top  10  Transition  Cambridge  webpages.  The  page  about  Donarbon

compost had been updated.

12. Next meeting

The Geldart room had been booked for 7.30pm on 27 May. Dave agreed to chair.

13. AOB

(i) It was suggested that themes should be used for forthcoming events. It was agreed that this

should be discussed at a future meeting..

(ii) Rowan reported that she was going to a Mill Road event on 30 May, to promote the

Garden Share scheme. Pippa expressed interest in attending too, if she was available.

(iii)  Dave  and  Kim asked  the  group  to  be  considerate  about  sending  emails  with  large

attachments, as their system had crashed due to several emails concerning the Garden Share

leaflet being sent around, each with a version of the document attached. It was suggested that

Nicola be asked to set  up pages where such documents  could be placed for viewing and

comment by group members.


