
Minutes of the meeting of the Transition Cambridge Food Group 

The Geldart, Ainsworth Street 

4.3.2009 

 
Present:  Emily Bingley, Phillipa Grimstone, Martin Roach, Nicola Terry, Kim Warren, 

Rowan Wylie 

 

Apologies:  Dave Fox, Ceri Galloway, Dave Jackson, Jason Palmer 

 

1. Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting were approved.   

 

2. Matters arising 

(i) The Steering Group meeting was discussed. The Steering Group were keen to see more 

events being organised. There had been little enthusiasm for the production of a Transition 

Cambridge/Food Group banner, perhaps because there was a possibility that the Transition 

Cambridge logo would be redesigned, making the design redundant. It was decided that the 

Food Group should still pursue the idea, perhaps using any excess funds from the Grow Your 

Own course to pay for the artwork and production. There was some discussion about what it 

should be made of, and what format it should have (front of table, above table, stand-alone). 

Kim agreed to approach a couple of companies to get a rough idea of cost.  

 

Martin had asked the Steering Group for a high-resolution version of the Transition 

Cambridge logo, but had not yet had a response. 

 

(ii) Photographs 

Photos had not yet been uploaded to the webpages, though Martin had provided some. More 

decoration for the homepage especially was discussed. Nicola suggested having pictures of 

food processes, e.g., wheat to bread. Martin offered to try uploading some pictures, and 

Nicola agreed to do some more work on the pages. 

 

(iii) Web statistics 

Nicola produced some graphs relating to website usage. The Grow Your Own page was easily 

the most frequently-visited page on the Transition Cambridge site. Garden Share was 16
th
, the 

Food Group homepage, 4
th
. 

 

3. Grow Your Own 

24 people had attended the first theory session. Many had previously attended one of Keith 

Jordan's workshops. There were 20 females, and 4 males. The group had been split into four, 

and each of the small groups had visited the four tutors in turn. There had been a lot of 

interaction. Archiving course materials for future courses was discussed, though it was felt 

that the tutors' approaches were perhaps too individual to make this worthwhile. The 

framework of the course was worth keeping, though. There was a vote of thanks for all who 

had worked so hard to make the course happen. It was felt to be very good PR for Transition 

Cambridge and the Food Group. Ways of using the course as publicity were discussed, 

including articles and quizzes in the newspapers and on radio. Martin agreed to act as a 

publicity liaison person. It was felt that a feedback questionnaire at the end of the course 

would be very useful for future planning. 

 

4. Garden share scheme 

Rowan reported that a possible pairing had failed because one party was moving on. There 

was some discussion of how other projects were faring, particularly Brighton and Hove, and 

Totnes. None were reporting large numbers of pairings – even Totnes only had 12. There 

were difficulties of gardens being in one area, and gardeners in another, and it was thought 



that some might not see a garden share as a secure prospect. Publicity for the scheme was 

discussed. Rowan had produced some laminated poster, and some flyers, and there were 

suggestions for locations for both. She agreed to approach Age Concern again. It was felt that 

the Grow Your Own course could plug the Garden Share scheme. Emily had spoken about the 

scheme on Sue Dougan's gardening programme on Radio Cambridgeshire. The spreadsheet 

and website for the project were also discussed. A registration form had been put up on the 

site. 

 

5. Cambridge Climate Change Strategy 

The document was discussed. It had been found to contain just three references to food, all 

about food poisoning; food-related issues, such as local production and processing were a 

glaring omission. Peak oil was also not mentioned, though its impact was likely to be felt 

before climate change. The city council was limited in the effects that it could have, though it 

could work with the county council, and perhaps influence local planning to some extent. 

Nicola and Martin agreed to create a list of key points and figures to be presented at the 

meeting, and send them to Dave Fox and Ceri. It was suggested that a simple question like 

"What would the effects be if no lorries could get into or out of Cambridge?" could be used to 

make the point about food security. 

 

6. Environment Festival 

There was further discussion about events or activities. A talk and a stall seemed the most 

easily achievable. Films were another possibility, though the group did not yet possess any, or 

know which might be suitable. Martin agreed to contact Helen Withrington about hiring a 

stall for the weekend of 13 and 14 June. 

 

7. Food survey 

Gillean Denny (Cambridge University) was endeavouring to measure the food carbon 

footprint of Cambridge, and was seeking volunteers to complete questionnaires about 

their food purchases and consumption. She was happy to share her data with the 

group. It was thought to be most worthwhile, and to be publicised as widely as 

possible, including in the Transition Cambridge bulletin. 

 

8. Directions and future planning 
The possibilities for educating people about the impact of food on the environment, and the 

benefits of the local approach were discussed, including the possibility of setting up a 

Community-Supported Agriculture project, or a Growing Communities project such as 

Hackney had. The development of market gardens on the fringes of the city, and a network of 

local growers, were felt to be important. It was suggested that statistics of what the Grow 

Your Own participants had grown could be used to make a positive point about local 

production. 

 

9. Next meeting 

The Geldart room had been booked for 7.30pm on 18 March. Nicola agreed to chair the 

meeting. 

 

10. AOB 

(i) Dave Fox plugged "Wild Thyme", a community café event in aid of "Climate Camp" on 8 

March. 

(ii) A film from the BBC called "Farming for the future" was mentioned. The possibility of 

showing it during the Environment Festival was briefly discussed, though it was thought that 

getting the rights to show it might prove difficult. 


