
  

Cambridge Community Energy

We are launching a local co-operative that aims to make 

our energy supply more sustainable, and less harmful 

to the environment, by enabling local people to invest 

in renewable energy projects.

Our intention is to install solar arrays on buildings in and 

around Cambridge – particularly on those that in some way 

are already used to benefit the community, such as schools, 

charities, doctors surgeries and sports facilities. We will 

install the solar arrays at no cost to the owners or tenants of 

the buildings. Surplus profits will be used to support local 

community projects.

Photo: 10kW solar array on St Pauls Church and Community Centre



  

Benefits for you

If we install solar panels on your building, we can supply you energy during 

daylight hours at a far lower cost than the electricity companies can. We aim to 

charge under 5p per kWh, which is around half of the usual cost of electricity for 

large commercial buildings. 

Energy prices have been rising 

at an alarming rate and are 

expected to rise further, but the 

price we set will be linked to 

RPI (inflation), which is 

expected to rise more slowly. 

So your savings are likely to be 

even greater in the future.

The solar panels may also help 

you reach environmental or 

carbon-reduction targets – at no 

cost to you.

We will aim to install solar arrays on buildings where owners do not have the 

funds or inclination to install solar panels themselves. However, if in the 

future an owner decides they would like to own the system themselves they 

will have the right to buy the array from us at a fair price. 

After 20 years we will donate the solar array to you. Solar panels can be 

expected to last at least 30-40 years, so after 20 years you will have free 

electricity whenever the sun is shining.



  

Benefits for members

In return for installing the solar panels, the co-operative will receive the 

feed-in tariff payments for the electricity generated. Some of this income will 

be spent on administration costs and maintenance, and most of the 

remainder will be returned to the members who have invested in us to repay 

the sum that they invested.

We will apply for 'Enterprise Investment Scheme' qualifying status. If 

granted, this will allow many investors to offset part of their investment 

against income tax.

We hope that members will join because they wish to see their money 

invested in a way that brings positive environmental and social benefits. We 

very much encourage people and organisations associated with the 

buildings which we install on to become members of the co-operative.



  

Benefits for the community

We are only permitted to pay a 'reasonable' rate of interest to 

our members, and it would be against the spirit of the 

co-operative movement for members to make a large profit from 

their investment. So interest rates to members will be capped, 

and we expect to make a small surplus each year. This will be 

given to a Community Fund, and spent on projects which will 

benefit the community. Members will decide how this money 

should be spent.



  

Benefits for the environment
We all need to move to sources of energy which are sustainable, 

and which do not produce harmful carbon emissions that lead to 

global warming. That will require action on global, national, and 

local levels. 

Local community initiatives such as ours can add up to make a 

significant difference to carbon emissions. In Denmark and 

Germany a very high proportion of renewable energy generation 

has been installed by community groups. Community Energy 

initiatives are also taking off in the UK. Bath, Brighton and Brixton 

all have successful community solar projects for example. 



  

Who is involved?

Stuart Dyer

As a boy, Stuart saved money from his paper round to buy shares in one 

of the first wind farms built in the UK. He's been keen on renewables ever 

since, and as he has already fitted all the solar panels that he can to his 

own house he is looking to expand into installing them on other buildings 

around the city.

Nicola Terry

Nicola is author of 'Energy and Carbon Emissions: the way we live today'. 

She was instrumental in setting up Transition Cambridge Energy Group, a 

local community group that promotes renewables and energy efficiency.

Andy Rankin

Andy moved into the renewable energy industry six years ago after 

working as an environmental scientist. He is our expert on solar 

installations.

trancamenergygroup@gmail.com

www.transitioncambridge.org/communityenergy
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