
Transition Cambridge, Energy Subgroup: 
Minutes of meeting 9th June 2009

Present: Nicola, Roland, Mark, Robert, Jono, Sue, Ralph, Jade, Francis

Energy Subgroup Company Structure

Nicola summarised the research Arthur had into this, and agreed to put on the Web

site. If or when the Energy Subgroup launches a company, the obvious choices are an

IPS (Industrial and Provident Society) or a Community Interest Company (CIC).

It was agreed that setting up a company is not currently a pressing issue.

Action:   Nicola   to post Arthur’s research on the Web site.  

Companies/organisations that Might Help Us

Jono had done some research and come up with the following list:

• Citylife. This organisation is still finding its feet, but might prove a source of

small grants and general business support.

• Good Energy. It was suggested that we send them a letter; they are likely to

offer us support though probably not money.

• Carbon Trust. No one had looked into this but it was suggested that someone

do so.

• Community Sustainability. Offers grants of up to 50% of costs, but has a fixed

pot of cash, and only gives it to not-for-profit organisations.

• Bay Wind/Community Energy Scotland.

Girton Wind Turbine

Ralph had sent emails to members of Sustainable Girton, to assess levels of support

for resurrecting the wind turbine project that was originally proposed 5 years ago.

Four replies were received:

• One respondent was interested only in commercial-scale energy production.

• Another respondent, an academic [sorry, didn’t note name], was supportive

but only really interested in national-level campaigns.

• Jake Reynolds. Ralph arranged a meeting with him, but Jake missed the

meeting and has not yet responded to Ralph’s follow-up emails.



• Douglas De Lacy, District Councillor representing Girton. Ralph hopes to

meet Douglas next weekend (13-14 June).

Action:   Ralph   to meet Douglas De Lacy to discuss Girton wind turbine project.  

Wind (general)

Mark had investigated several organisations involved in wind power generation

locally:

• Bay Wind.

• Fenland Green Power Co-op.

• Energy4All. A national company owned by local co-operatives including Bay

Wind and Fenland Green. They offer support to local wind projects, provided

that groundwork has been done along the lines suggested at

www.energysteps.coop.

• BWEA. A large organisation but difficult to get information out of if you’re

not a member. Their Web site lists all their wind projects.

• Renewable Energy Systems. This organisation gives back £1000 per MWh to

each participating community per year.

• V3 Power.

Action:   Mark   to post links to these organisations on the Web site, and to do further  

research into V3 Power.

Jon had sent an email to a company called Tresoc

(http://totnes.transitionnetwork.org/energy/TRESOC) , which is a renewable energy

co-operative, asking for advice on setting up sustainable energy projects. This

company was set up by Transition Totnes. Jono has not yet received a reply.

Robert mentioned that he knows of a 5kW turbine going cheap (but not the inverter to

go with it), and Roland has made some contacts which could give us lots of advice. It

was agreed that to get the public “on board”, turbines need to be for community

projects, but unfortunately these tend to be small-scale and not economically viable.

The possibility was brought up of co-operating with local schools, as many

headteachers are very receptive to green ideas. 

Action:   Jade   to look into the options for co-operating with schools.  

Anaerobic Digestion

Mark reported that Emilia had spoken to a academic friend at Cambridge University,

regarding the possibility of a fourth-year project on a feasibility study for an AD unit



for sewage treatment.  It is thought that Cambridge University might prove a useful

bridge to establish contacts in the water company for sewage treatment.

The possibility was discussed of contacting Renewables East, but this organisation is

focussed on large projects to ensure the national carbon emissions targets are met, and

is unlikely to be able to offer us support.

Nicola is attempting to contact a company called Green Gases which has an anaerobic

digestion facility running at Waterbeach. This facility currently uses agricultural

waste from cattle to generate hydrogen; we need to see whether food waste from

Cambridge restaurants could be used as well. Currently restaurants have to pay to

have food taken away, so it could be a no-brainer for them to provide waste for AD.

The question was raised of how much food waste we would be allowed to collect in

Cambridge.

Action:   Nicola   to continue to try to establish contact with Green Gases.  

Jesus Green Regeneration Scheme

We discussed the possibility of negotiating with Cambridge City Council to include a

renewable energy project among the plans for regeneration of Jesus Green. A water

wheel was suggested: this would require a smaller head of water than a turbine,

should be easier to set up, and might help raise public support for renewable energy

owing to its romantic appeal.

An Archimedes screw is another possibility.

Action:   Jade   to speak to councillors involved in the Jesus Green renovation project,  

to gauge the feasibility of our working with them on a renewable energy project.

Action:   Robert   to look into the viability of an Archimedes screw or waterwheel on  

the Cam.

Gasification and Biochar

Robert described the biochar process, which results in charcoal that can be ploughed

into the ground. Food is not a very plentiful source of biochar, but wood is, and

standard coppicing generates a fair amount of waste wood. We discussed the

possibility of portable units for use by conservation working parties and park keepers

and so on (which could reduce the amount of waste by 80%), but we think we may 

put this on the back burner for now as charcoal can never be a large-scale energy

source, a fair bit more research is needed.

Action: Robert to continue to look into biochar but as a low priority task



Central Web Resource for Transition Towns in the UK?

The question came up whether there is a central online resource for Transition Towns

in the UK. No one knew of any but we agreed we would let the group know if any is

found.

Next Meeting

Tuesday 30 June 2009 at 20:00 in the Maypole. (Note different time.) There is a small

chance we may have to change the venue if the landlord of the Maypole gets a better

offer for use of the upstairs room.


