
Transition Cambridge Steering Committee Meeting
19 May 2008, 1-2pm at the Mill Pond

Present: James, Naveen, Sharon, Martin, Ceri, Beck, Corrina, Anna, David

Jacky Sutton-Adam joined the meeting in the second half, as she wants to help the 
group and may join later.

Chair: Anna
Minutes: David

1. Strawberry Fair, Saturday 7 June, 9am to 6pm
We will have a stall and hope to show a cycle-powered film, allowing 2 hours for the 
film and discussion. We arranged two meetings to plan and put together materials for 
the stall:

Tuesday 27 May at 10am at 16 Perowne St, CB1 2AY (Martin, Anna, Sharon and 
David to attend, plus anyone else who can make it); and

Wednesday 28 May at 7pm at 11 Cherry Bounds Road, Girton (Martin, Naveen, 
Sharon and David to attend, plus anyone else who can make it).

We agreed not to produce lots of paper materials for people to take home, but to make 
the stand (and ourselves!) very informative and to focus on getting people’s details for 
our mailing list.

We may, however, produce a small calling-card or postcard invitation if we want to 
publicise our Open Space meeting – see below.

We need as many of us as possible to be there on the day – quite a few of us can’t 
make it. Jacky will help us and she had experience of running a stall there last year 
with her Wild Food business.

People to attend Strawberry Fair Stand: Martin, Anna, Naveen, Sharon, Jacky, 
David…

2. Feedback on Meeting with Mayor Jenny Bailey
All agreed that the meeting was a great success. 

The Mayor recommended that we work with Ethnee O’Flannigan (Sustainable 
Construction Officer), Simon Chubb and the Sustainable City team at the Council.

Corrina will email the new mayor in a couple of weeks’ time to introduce 
ourselves and to arrange a meeting. Given that we will be holding many public events 
over the next year, our relationship with the mayor will be important.

The press release went to Cambridge Evening News, Cambridge Weekly News/ Crier, 
Agenda, Style and Explorer magazines, Varsity student newspaper and CB Friends of 
the Earth. It would be good to develop personal contacts with local press, so that we 
have a greater chance of getting press coverage. The Cambridge Matters piece has 



already generated interest and shows that press coverage helps to achieve public 
recognition of our work.

3. Mailing List
Corrina will start a weekly email to the mailing list with local Transition news, 
going out on Tuesdays. Thanks Corrina!

4. Arts Picture House Film Screening
To take place in October-November, date TBC.

5. Steering Committee – Can we take more members?   
The general feeling was that we could accommodate a few more members, especially 
with a view to reaching out to more people in the city. It was agreed that we will 
invite two university students to join the group – one from Cambridge Uni and one 
from Anglia. David and Corrina will search for these students.

6. How can we channel people’s energy and enthusiasm into our work?
We felt that it is now time to start practical projects alongside awareness raising work. 
The most likely practical group to start first is a Food Group, and the seeds of a 
Psychology of Change group are also there. We are receiving a lot of requests to get 
involved in something practical, so we hope to find ways of channelling these into 
action. This will not detract from the central goal of the Steering Committee to 
conduct an awareness raising campaign on peak oil, though we will hopefully soon 
have practical projects to encourage concerned people to get involved in.

7. Open Space meeting
We agreed to hold our first Open Space meeting on Sunday 29 June from 3 to 
5.30pm and invite everyone on our mailing list, others who have shown an interest to 
get involved and others who we would like to be involved. Our aim at this meeting 
will be to ‘birth’ any practical transition action projects that are ready to begin, as well 
as generate practical support for our awareness campaign. We can invite people to the 
event and advertise it at Strawberry Fair.
Corrina will contact Romsey Mill to see if we can hold this in their hall.

8. Transition Cambridge Logo
Sharon will approach Debs, a talented local artist, to ask if she is able to put 
together a logo for us. Possible themes: a bridge and the sun.

9. Going Official
David will be in touch with the Transition Network this week to make sure that 
we are at last registered as an official project.

10. Meeting with Post-Grad Research Student from CU Engineering Department
David to arrange this with Laurie Smith, who has approached us and wants to 
get involved. Anna, James, Sharon and David to attend. Others welcome – let 
David know.

Next meeting – Tuesday 10 June, 1pm at the Mill Pond. Meet there and adjourn to 
the top floor café of the Graduate Centre if raining.


