
It’s 2050, and Cambridge has changed...
The climate is warmer, and 
oil and petrol have got very 
expensive. Without cheap oil 
and other fossil fuels, we’ve 
found new ways of doing 
everything: from how we 
grow our food, get around, 
keep warm in winter,  to the 
clothes we wear, where we 
go on holiday and what we 
do for fun. 

Story Writing Competition
Transition Tales

transitioncambridge.org/storycompetition

But life goes on, and Cambridge is still a buzzing city, famous for its 
beautiful historic buildings and its innovative thinkers. 

What would you like to do or be in this future world?
We invite you to write a short story set in Cambridge in 2050 with your 
vision of how you’d like Cambridge to be. We welcome all types of stories; 
for example, you could tell a “Day in your Life”, a history of events since 
2009, an adventure story, or the story of a disaster averted. Illustrated 
stories are also welcome!

Let your imagination run wild! 
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The brief  Your story should be set in Cambridge in 2050, and should 
either describe or refer to ways in which Cambridge has changed after 
the transition to a low carbon world where oil and other fossil fuels 
have become scarce. It should be based on the premise that people 
have found ways to live well without fossil fuels, and that they have 
successfully adapted to the changing climate. It must be less than 2500 
words in length (less than 1500 words for those under 14 years old). For 
more information and an entry form, see 

transitioncambridge.org/storycompetition
This competition is open to everyone who lives, works or studies in 
Cambridge, or within 20 miles of Cambridge. There will be three age 
categories: <14, 14-17 and 18+ (age on 30 April). 

Stories will be short-listed by at least 
two judges, and then the winners will 
be chosen by local authors Jill Dawson 
and Colin Greenland, local storyteller 
and actor Rowan Wylie, and member 
of Transition Cambridge Nicola Terry. 

There are more than £750 worth of 
prizes to be won!

Prizes will be awareded for captivating, fun, enjoyable, well written 
stories with innovative, imaginative and thought-provoking ideas. 

Illustrated stories are also welcome; for example, stories could be told 
as a comic strip.

The closing date for entries is 30th April 2010.

With thanks to 
our sponsors:

Transition Cambridge is part of the Transition 
Towns Network. We aim to facilitate a 
community response to the twin challenges 
of climate change and peak oil, and to 
guide and support Cambridge through the 
transition to a low-carbon world.
http://www.transitioncambridge.org
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